
ought to b« spared. One could hardly conoeive of any I
inducement which could prompt the inhabitants ot< Cuba
to join us in the attitude in which they would be placed
by a purchase. They are alio proud and haughty, and

might be unwilling to accept even their liberation, :f

purchased at such a sacrifice of what they deemed to be
their dignity and honor. Wiw it not better for Mjuut
take counsel from the past, and to turn to profit th*.
sons of the history of her own relations, us well ad thai
of the relations of England with the colonies of this con¬

tinent ? What has it availed them to resist the wisdom,
of those statesmen who advised a reconciliation of their
mutual interest and wishes upon the basis of the inde¬
pendence of the colonies ? lied she not better bravely
face the future, and ask herself If it be not time for her
to realize that mighty boast of Canning with respect to
what remains of her colonies within the waters of this
continent, and to coll u new nation into existence t Might
she not, by treaty, secure what there*is valuable in the
commerce of that bland with the mother country T And
would not this political ohild of her old age willingly
come forth, and, assuming its share of the burdens which
so heavily load her, aid towards the restoration of her
finances, and thereby facilitate those improvements which
of late have marked a new era in the tendencies of Spain,
and may prepare for her destinies worthy of her past ?
To us, Mr. President, the independence of Cuba is just

as desirable as her annexation to this Confederacy. That
there is a spirit amongst its inhabitants which must,
sooner or later, rouse them to a decisive stand against
their present rulers, cannot be the subject of a doubt with
any thinking man. The very disasters which have befal¬
len those who, in times past, hoisted the banner of rebel¬
lion, will be but new inducement!) for renewing the at¬
tempt. Misfortune but nerves those whose breasts shel¬
ter noble aspirations; and while great and powerful emo¬
tions spring from impending dangers, a host of virtues
rise in arms to brave them.

Let not Spain be deceived. Let her not slumber, wrapt
in deceitful security. It would not do for her to indulge
in enervating dreams. One cannot repel the invasion of
advancing years by the remembrances of youth. Cuba
cannot long be hers ; and its becoming African would not
redeem its loss. We can have no wish thut it become a
bone of contention between her and us. As long as the
Powers of Europe shall not presume to interfere with the
relations which Its proximity to our shore, and the possi¬
bility of its being made an obstruotion to one of our great
commercial outlets, create between her and us, sbe need
apprehend no tampering oi\, oar part with any scheme
that may be devised against its remaining longer under
her dominion. Should, however, her sons assert and vin¬
dicate the eternal rights of freemen, and, being grown to
manhood, cluim to be their own rulers, let her not take
offence at onr pursuing towards them the course which
we pursued towards her other colonies when they were

preparing for their independence. When a country
reaches that amplitude of consequence and power which
reveals its ability to suffice to its own government, we
deem that it becomes of right entitled to independence of
State.

I am also unwilling to disguise that by suffering Eng¬
land and France to assume over her a kind of tutorship,
and to become the guardians and .sponsors of her sover-

eignty, Spain has surrendered her main title to the domin¬
ion of such possessions as she thus places under the strong
arm of those Powers. The complications arising from
that very state of things are but too well calculated to pro¬
duce the very necessity which, under peculiar circumstan¬
ces, and with the law of nations pleading for us, might jus¬
tify on our part one of those decided measures which are
not uncommon in the history of nations, and might en¬

tirely invert the relations in which we stand to her. This
I most earnestly wish to avoid. And whatever there is in
reserve for us, in a more or less distant future, I am wil¬
ling to leave for the untrammelled wisdom of those in
whose keeping our destinies will soou be.
But let not Spain be unmindful of her true popition, and

think that she can, by unworthy devices, protect her pos¬
sessions against their impending doom. In vain would
she direct her ministers to let the island sink into the
ocean rather than see it transferred to any other Power.
Should the hurricane rage, the island would still be found
looming above the waters, and smiling upon the angry
wave, while her sovereignty might disappear in the storm.
When the time comes, neither the surges of the sea, nor

her forts, nor her cannon, nor her garrotes, nor the edicts
of her Galianos, will save her from our mighty grasp.
Ilear the historian: ".In vain did Sabinus place ancestral
Btatues upon the threshold of the gates of the capitol, that
they might prevent the enemy from penetrating, torch in
hand. The very eagles supporting the arches took fire,
and communicated it to the edifice."

Mr. CASS Baid: Mr. President, I should be unwilling
to address the Senate upon the general subject at this
time, when we have just listened to the eloquent remarks
of the honorable Senator (Mr. Soulk) who has but now
resumed his seat.remarks which I have not heard sur¬

passed in this body, either in power or beauty. I do not
intend to oomrait the folly of provoking a contrast under
such circumstances ; but I have prepared several extracts
from several documents touching the question which has
been raised of the extent and duration of t)>e Monroe
doctrine, and 1 desire to accompany them with some brief
observations, which I will now submit to the Senate, if I
can be favored with its attention Tor a few minutes.
For thirty years thp wo^d.at any rate the Ajnarijjn

portion of It, and a gooa Seal of tlic European.has
talkpd of the Monroe doctrine, and every school-boy
thought he understood, and that it was founded upon a

great principle, that the destiny of this hemisphere should
be controlled by the people inhabiting it, and that Euro¬
pean influence should be excluded from it, as far and as

fast as existing rights would permit. Mr. Monroe, in
1823, presented, in a message to Congress, his general
Tiews of the relations of the Powers of Europe to this
continent, as well with respect to their interference with
its independent States as to projects of new colonization.
To be sure, as has been remarked, these two topics are

to be found in different parts of the Baine message, but
merely because each connected itself more directly with
different practical measures; but both together formed
hia doctrine, which was founded on the great principle
advanced by Mr. Jefferson, that "America, North and
South, has a set of interests distinct from those of Eu¬
rope, and peculiarly her own. She should therefore have
a system of her own, separato and apart from that of
Europe." And by Mr. Polk, " that the people of this
continent have a right to decidc their own destiny."

Mr. Polk, in 1848, when the " Holy Alliance" was a

matter of almost remote history, in a message to Con¬
gress on the subject of the application of the Govern¬
ment of Yucatan for aid against the Indians, reaffirmed
the Monroe doctrine, and observed :

" According to our established policy, we could not consent
to a transfer of this dominion and sovereignty either to Spain,
(Jreat Britain, or any other Euro|*an Power. In the lan¬
guage of President Monroe, in his message of December, 182J,
'We should eonsider any attempt on their part to extend their
system to any portion of this hemisphere as dangerous to our

peace and safety.' Our own security requires that the estab¬
lished policy thns announced should guide our eonduct, and
this applies with great force to the peninsula of Yucatan."

It would be a mere waste of time to comment upon these
views of Mr. Polk. They speak for themselves with equal
foroe and clearness, and they were avowed more than a

quarter of a century after Mr. Monroe had promulgated
his doetrlne, thus oonsidered by Mr. Polk as the perma¬
nent American policy. The principles it asserts arc per¬
petual in their obligation, and the policy itself challenges
our attention and enforcement, in all time, present and
to come.

It ia now aaid that this Monroe doctrine, so fur as re¬

spects the independent States of the continent, embalmed
as it was and is in Jthe hearts of the American people, in¬
stead of being a great system of polioy aa enduring as onr

political condition, was but a temporary measure, appli¬
cable only to the "anticipated design of the " Holy Alli¬
ance," as It wan unkolil)/ called, to restore the recently-
emancipated American States to the dominion of Spain.
Instead of being a great principle of action, worthy of
this republic, it would thus become a mere expedient,
passing away with the occasion that called it into being.
Whether thin bf so or not is a question which does not
tonch the Aakjfect before the Senate; for that mubt be de¬
termined upon its own merita, and not upon the authority
of nainM, never, however, to be slightly regarded; but
touches the fame of Mr. Monroe as a practical and en¬

lightened statesman, for such he truly was; but upon this
oonstrnction of hia views he did not comprehend the con¬

sequence of hia own positions, and could not see that the
grounds of his policy extended beyond the single case
then more immediately before him. His principles were

unquestionably called out by the peculiar danger of the
South American States, and by the claims of Kuada on
our northern coast. These circumstances led him to this
investigation into the principles of our position with re-
apeot to this continent, and'the result we have in this far-
famed message.

And generally it happens in tho policy of nations that
particular exigencies call forth the discussion and asser¬
tion of great principles ; but while the former disappear
in the march of events, the latter remain to be reasserted
and maintained, under all circumstances to which they
are applicable. As the foundation of his doctrine he as¬
sumed the then existing »tatu* or condition of the conti¬
nent, disclaiming all Intention of interfering with existingrights, hut maintaining principles which denied to the
Powers of Europe the assumption to interfere with any
independent State at any time thereafter, or ever plant
or establish new colonies. Upon these general principles
European influence night decrease in this hemisphere,
but could not increase; for independence once obtained'
then and thereafter the States so obtaining it passed front
the danger of European subjugation, and would be beyond
the reach, not of Spain mereiv, but of Franoe, or Kng-
land, or any other transatlantic Power. And I may re¬
mark here, as a proof, that Mr. Nfonroe oonsidered both
of the topics la hia message but parts of one plan of

policy, t& the and-oolonizauon passage lie makes no
reservr,tlon of existing colonial rights, bat declares that
these, would be respected, in that part of the message

.ere he protests against the avtyugaUMl of the Spanishthus showing the iiitimitte relation of the whole
Vulij -ct in lii4- tuiml. This inquiry into the origin of this
doctrine belongs, In truth, tu the <loiniiin of history, and
wit totfut qf our permniicut po'icy; for the narue of the
U'.ciritie, whether Monroe, or I'oik, or Jefferson, or yet
better, American, matters little.the true question beingwhether it shall be enforced now and hereafter.
But Mr. Monroe, in his message of December, 1824, a

year after the one containing the views referred to, re¬
newed the subject, and in such language as leaves no
doubt but that this dootbine, in his view of it, was per-

Etual, and to be made part of our national oode of policy.
i said:
" Separated ua we are from Europe by the great Atlantio

ocean, we can have no ooocern in the wars of the European
Governments, nor in the causes which produce them. The
balance of power between them, into whichever scale it may
turn in its various vibrations, cannot uffect us. It Is the in¬
terest of the United States to preserve the* most friendly re¬
lations with every Power, and on conditions fair, equal, and
applieable to all. But in regard to our neighbors our situa¬
tion is different. It is impossible for the European Govern¬
ments to interfere in their eoneerns, especially in those allu¬
ded to, which are vital, without affecting us. Indeed, the
motive which might induce such interference in the present
state of the war between the parties, if a war it may be call¬
ed, would appear equally applicable to us."
Now, it will be seen that these principles had no pecu¬

liar relation to the " Holy Alliancc," as it is contended
those of the first message had, but they extend to all time,
and to all the European Governments. Indeed, we learn
from from Mr. Clay, in some remarks made in the House
of Representatives in June, 1824, that the fear of the
action of that alliance upon these States had given way,
and " that if such a purpose were ever seriously enter¬
tained, it had been relinquished." Mr. Monroe, in faot,
in the passage from which thu above extract is taken, con¬
siders the condition of these States much improved and
strengthened, and his observations evidently bear upon
future difficulties, not then foreseen, but which might
happen, and would then have to be met. We may yet
have to meet them.

Mr. Monroe, it is well known, was in the habit of con¬
sulting Mr. Jefferson in all grave conjunctures, and for¬
tunately he consulted him on the subieql uf his doctrine,
and we have the sentiments of that patriarch of the demo¬
cratic fatth m relation to it. *These are to be found in a
letter from Kim to Mr. Monroe, dated October 24, 1823,
a f w weeks before the message appeared, written in
answer to Mr. Monroe's application for his opinion.

Mr. Jefferson said :
" The question presented by the letters you have sent me

is the most momentous which has ever been offered to my con¬

templation since that of independence. That made us a na¬
tion ; this sets our compass, and points the course which we
are to steer through the oceun of time. And never could we
embark on it under circumstances more auspicious. Our first
and fundamental maxim should be, never to entangle ourselves
in the broils of Europo; our second, never to suffer Europe to
intermeddle with cisatlantic affairs. America, North and
South, has a set of interests distinct from those of Europe,
and peculiarly her own. She should therefore have a system
of her own, separate and apart from that of Europe : the last
is laboring to become the domicile of despotism; our eudeavor
should surely be to make our hemisphere that of freedom."
Can one man be found who will contend that these no¬

ble sentiments, worthy of him who uttered them, and now
become a precious legacy for the American people.can
one man, I say, be found who will venture to contend that
these words of wisdom and patriotism are temporary in
their foroe and application, belonging only to the passing
hour, and confined to the efforts of a league, which, I be¬
lieve, died before the writer, short even as was his tenure
of life ? Thus to narrow down a great national principle
is wholly to mistake the liberality and far-reaching poli¬
cy of this the greatest of American statesmen after the
first and the dearest Washington. " His ocean of time
opening upon cs" was bounded by no such contracted
limits. It was a true ocean, and not a mere duck-pond.
And this same letter of Mr. Jefferson exhibits, in a still

more signal manner, the vast importance he attached to
this principle of never suffering " Europe to intermeddle
with cisatlantic affairs." Why, sir, he was actually rea¬
dy, even then, to go to war for its practical maintenance.
He was far aheud of all of us, and I must confess that I
have seldom been more gratified than to find myself thus
not only supported, but anticipated, by a name which will
live in the hearts of the American people as long as they
cherish a reverence for real patriotism, true democracy,
and the highest qualities of our nature, ennobled by a life
devoted to his country. I can now stand proudly uponthis position, pointing to Mr. Jefferson's declaration that
he was willing to fight even alongside of England in such
a cause: "Not that I would purchase," he says, "her
amity at the price of war. But the war in which the pre¬
sent proposition might engage us, should that be its con¬
sequence, is not her war, but ours. Its object iB to in¬
troduce and establish the American system of keeping out
of our land all foreign Powers, of nevkb..(not to-day)
.of neves permitting those of Europe to intermeddle with
the affairs of our nation. It is to maintain our own prin¬
ciple, not to depart from it." Any question of the jus¬
tice or expediency of the first of tkoee resolutions I may
hereafter consider a question between the objector and Mr.
Jefferson, and not one between the former and mys?lf.
TV opinion oTMr. Adams,' Wfco efCQurfC could not bat

understand the views of Mr. Monroe, as he was then Sec¬
retary of State, and of Mr. Clay, trho took a deep inter-
est in tins matter, ana introduced a joint resolution into
the House of Representatives on the 29th of January,
1824, affirming the non-interference doctrine of Mr. Mon¬
roe, are distinctly shown in the instructions of Mr. Clay to
Mr. Poinsett, dated March 25, 1825, wherein Mr. Mon¬
roe's message and principles are referred to, and their ex¬

isting force asserted and assumed. Mr. Clay, while re¬

porting these instructions to Mr. Adams, for transmis¬
sion to the House of Representatives, observes " that all
apprehensions of the danger to which Mr. Monroe alludes,
of an interference by the allied Powers, (otherwise the ' ho¬
ly alliance,') to introduce their political systems into this
hemisphere, have ceased." But, notwithstanding this, in
these instructions to Mr. Poinsett he is told that the great
principle of non-interference " was declared in the face of
the world (by Mr. Monroe) at a moment when there was rea¬
son to apprehend tliut the allied Powers were entertaining
designs inimical to the frocdotn, if not to the indepen¬
dence, of the new Governments. There is reason to be¬
lieve .that the declaration of it had considerable effect in
preventing the maturity, if not in producing the abandon¬
ment, of all such designs. Both principles (this and the
anti-colonization one) were laid down after much and
anxious deliberation on the part of the late Administra¬
tion. The President, (Mr. Adams,) who then formed a

part of it, continues entirely to coincide in both, and you
will urge upon the Government of Mexico the utility and
expediency of asserting the same principles on all proper
occasions."
What principles ? Not a single one so narrow and tem¬

porary as to be confined to a mere passing ocourrence,
to a league which had as much passed away from any
operation on this oontiuent as the Grecian league for tlie
destruction of Troy. If Mr. Adams and Mr. Clay did
not wholly misunderstand Mr. Monroe's doctrine, it was
precisely the doctrine enunciated inHhe resolution before
the Senate. One fact stated by Mr. Clay, upon the au¬

thority of Mr. Adams, shows that this declaration of Mr.
Monroe was a Cabinet measure, fully considered, and no
doubt amply disenssed. Indeed, without this authority,
judging from the cautious character of Mr. Monroe, it
would have been safe to conclude that so important a step
would not have been taken by him without consultation
witk his confidential adviser** And especially as it is
known that his messages, before being sent to Congress,
were always read, and, if occasion required, discussed,
paragraph by paragraph, at Cabinet meetings ; and such
indeed was the practice of his predecessors.

Mr. CWiy states that the declaration of Mr. Monroe had
been useful. Still its officiency was limited by the con¬
siderations already adverted to, that It was the act only
of the Eieoutive department, which could not pledge the
nation to any particular course of policy. , Congress alone
oould do Jhat; and the propriety of its action was so ob¬
vious that both Mr. Clay and Mr. Poinsett introduced
resolutions into the House of Representatives affirming
the doctrine, It is probable that the reason given by Mr.
Clay for not pushing the one presented by him to a final
vote operated also on others ; and that was, that the ap¬
prehended danger from the " Holy Alliance" had disap¬
peared ; and I suppose then, as now, the difficulty of car¬

rying fluoh a measure increased as the cause of apprehen¬
sion decreased. We stopped short in our true work, and
waited for another expedient before proclaiming a princi¬
ple. Mr. Jefferson also, with his sound practical wisdom,
saw that Mr. Monroe's declaration, in order to attain its
object, needed the support and authority of Congress; and
he therefore recommended to him, in the letter already
referred to, that, "as it may lead to war, the declaration
of which requires an act of Congress, the case shall be
laid before them for consideration at their first meeting,
and under the reasonable aspect in which it is seen by
himself,".{the President.)"

With respect to Cuba, I am glad to be able to fortify
my position by the opinions of both Mr. Jefferson and
Mr. Clay. No man will now accuse either of those dis-
tinguished statesmen with being infiuenoed by any other
motives than a love of country, and a desire to promote
her interest in a spirit of justice.

Mr. Jefferson, In the same letter, said :
" I candidly confess I have ever looked on Cuba as the

most interesting addition which oould ever be made to our

nystem of Stat *. The Control which, with Florida Point,
this island would give us over the Gulf of Mexico, and the
nountries and isthmus bordering on it, as well as those
whose waters flow into it, would fill tip the morwure of our

political well-being. Yets* I »m sensible that this ean nevor
be obtrfyied even with her [Spain's] own ooneent Hut by wsr,
[toe means a war with England, from her opposition to the
measare;] and its independence, [that of Cuba,J which is our

second interest, and especially its independence of England,
can be Mtared without it, I have no hesitation in abandoning
my first wish to future chaneec, and accepting it* indepen¬
dent*, with peace and the friendship of England, rather than
iu a#»oi-l*tioii [query ? acwion] at ths cij.eusu of war and
her «niuity."

It it due to Mr. Jefferson to stute that at the time* he
wrote free institutions throughout the world seemed to have
much to appreheud from this Holy Alliance; and believ-
ing that Euglaitd was really desirous of thwarting their
views, he was therefore the more willing to net in couoert
with her.

Thirty years have produced a wonderful ohange in the
world since these remarhs of Mr. Jefferson. They have
produoed none in our interest and our desire to procure
Cuba when we can do it justly, nor in oar willingness
that it should beeome independent. But as to any fear
that England would oppose us in taking possession of
Cuba under a voluntary arrangement with Spain, or un¬
der any other proper oiroumstanoes, it is a feeling which
will never, I trust, enter into our public councils, cer¬
tainly never into the hearts of the American people.
Events since that period have augmented our power in a
mighty ratio, and have taught us to useit when our honor
and iuterest require the exertion. Mr. Jefferson, when
he wrote this letter, undoubtedly supposed that Cuba
would follow the example of the otber Spanish provinces,
and become independent.

Mr. Clay appreciated the importance of Cuba, as well
as of Porto Kico; for we find, in a letter which he wrote
to Mr. Middleton on the 26th of December, 1825, that
Minister was directed to inform the Russian Government
that " we cannot allow the trausfer of these islands to
any European Powerand the same determination was
avowed, iu still stronger terms, in a despatch to the Ame¬
rican Minister at Paris, to be made known to the French
Government, " that we would not consent to the occupa¬
tion of those islands by any other European Power than
Spain, under any circumstances whatsoever."
Now, sir, I shall pursue this topic no further, satisfied

that these resolutions are not only just in themselves,
but that they assert a system of policy sanctioned by the
opinions of some of the highest names in our politioal
history. It will appear, in looking back to the extracts
I have made from the letter of Mr.. Jefferson, that I am
supported by the weight of his opinion in the following
propositions embodied in or connected with these reso¬
lutions :
***.*» *.»«« ^"'^aean Powers should not be permitted" to intermeddle wltu ,>. ._e

by those affairs relating to the political conditio of the
people of this continent, and accepting the reservation of
Mr. Monroe that existing colonial rights should not be In¬
terfered with.

Second. That the doctrine should be adhered to even,
if necessary, at the expense of war.

Third. That the United States nave a deep interest in
the acquisition of Cuba, and that if we cannot obtain
possession of it without too great a cost of blood or trea¬
sure, it must be secured (especially from the control of
England) by its independence. And we may add now,
since circumstances have much changed, and the imme¬
diate dangers then impending over the island have passed
away, that it may with safety remain in the possession of
Spain so long as she can hold it, and takes no step to
convert it to our injury.

Fourth. That it is proper that declarations upon theBe
subjects should be submitted to Congress, in order to pro-,
cure their co-opcration, as, without it, such declarations
might bo fruitless. *

Fifth. In addition to these propositions, there is another
opinion advanced by Mr. Jeflerson in this letter which I
confess I have read with unmixed satisfaction, for it con¬
firms in full the propriety of the proposition which I sub¬
mitted to the Senate at our last session, to declare our

protest against the atrocious violation of the rights of na¬

tions by the interference of one Power, the Emperor of
Russia, in the internal affairs of another, the Hungarian
kingdom. Mr. Jefferson's words deserve to be held in
perpetual remembrance. Here they are:

" Nor is the occasion to be slighted, which this proposition
offers, of declaring our protest against the atrocious violation
of the rights of nations, by the interference of any one in the
internal affairs of another, so flagitiously begun by Bonaparte,
and now continued by the equally lawless alliance calling
itself holy."

Here wc have the principle distinctly asserted of the
propriety of a national protest upon such an occasion,
and we have the authority of the very author of the ex¬

pression "entangling alliances," so triumphantly appealed
to last session as a reason for our inaction, for denying
its applicability to the case; which, indeed, ought to
have been obvious enough, without this exposition of his
own doctrine, unless it could be shown that we could form
an alliance without allies, and that allies are created sim¬
ply by a protest against on assumption to prostrate a

great principle of public law which protected the freedom
and independence of nations. But we could not keep on

the line of political knowledge, and shrank from the re¬

sponsibility imposed upon us by our position as the great
republic of the world. We now know that Mr. Jefferson
would have voted for the proposition had he then been a

member of this body. That Is honor enough for those of
us who found ourselves in the minority.

Mr. SEWARD. I have some remarks to submit upon
this question ; and I will, therefore, as it is now late in
the day, and as the Semite may .not desire to sit longer,
mfive that the Senate adjourn.

Mr. DIXON. I hop® the Senator wUt wiilidrtte^fchatj
motion for a moment.

Mr. SEWARD. The honorable Senator from Kentucky
gave notice the other (lay that he intended to mow to refer
the resolutions before us to & committee, with instructions.
Those instructions I should like to see before I address
the Senate. I therefore withdraw my motion, and yield
the floor to him for the purpose of moving that they be
printed.

Mr. DIXON. When this subject was last before the
Senate, I gave notice that I should, at the proper time,
more to refer the resolutions offered by the Senator from
Michigan, and the amendment of the 8enator from New
Hampshire, to the Committee on Foreign Relations, with
the following instructions, which I now present to the
Senate, and ask to have printed:

1st. That the said committee be instructed to examine the
treaty concluded at Washington on the 4t.h day of July, I860,
between her Majesty tho Queen of Great Britain, by her Minister
Plenipotentiary, Sir Henry L. Bolwer, and the Government of
the United States, by John M. Clayton, Secretary of State, and
ascertain whether the Goveromcatof Great Britain, sinoe the
ratification of said treaty, has violated any of the provisions
thereof, by the establishment of any colonial government, the
construction of fortifications in Central America, or otherwise ;
and that they report the facts in connexion therewith and if,
in their opinion, there has been any violation of said treaty,
that they make further report by resolution of such measures
as they may deem necessary to enforce a faithful observance
of the stipulations of said treaty, and preserve the honor and
interest of the country.

2d. That said committee inquire and report whether or not
the establishment iA the Bay of Honduras by the Government
of Great Britain, of the oolony called the Bay of Islands, is oris
not a violation of the provisions of said treaty, or of the doc¬
trines of Mr. Monroe, as proclaimed in his message of the 2d
December, 1823, on the establishment of colonies on this conti¬
nent by Europonn Powers; and if it shall appear that the rights
of the Unitad States have been invaded by either a disregard of
the provisions of the said treaty, or of the doctrines proclaimed
by Mr. Monroe in his message aforesaid, that they report the
facts to the Senate, together with such measures as in their
Judgment may be deemed necessary to vindicate the honor of
the country.

3d. That said committee inquire whether the seisnre by the
French Government of the peninsula of Samana, in the Re¬
public of Dominica, is or is not a violation of the same great
principle proclaimed as aforesaid in the message of Mr. Mon¬
roe ; and if so, what action it necessary on the part of this Go¬
vernment to protect itself against such encroachments on ita
rights.
The motion to print was agreed to.

JANUAav 20, 1863.
The same subject being under consideration.
Mr. SEWARD rose and addressed the Senate as follows:
Mr. President: On the 28d day of February, 1848, John

Quincy Adams, of Massachusetts, who had oompleted a
cirele of public service tiling fifty years, beginning <wtffi
an infei4br diplomatic function, passing through the Chief
Magistracy, and closing with the trust of a Representa¬
tive in Congress, departed from the earth, certainly re¬

spected by mankind, and, if afl posthumous honors are
not insincere and fal-te, deplored by his countrymen.
On a fair and cloudless dnyin the month of June, 18-jO,

when the loud and deep voice of wailing had just died
away in the land, the Senator from Michigan, of New
England born and by New England reared, the leader of
a great party, not only here, but in the whole country,
rose in the Senate chamber, and after complaining that a
member of the family of that great Statesman of the East,
instead of going baokwards with a garment to cover his
infirmities, had revealed them by publishing portions of
his private diary, himself proceeded to read the obnox¬
ious extracts. They showed the author's strong opinions,
that by the Federal oorapaCt the slavehotding olass had
obtained, and that they had exercised, a controlling in¬
fluence in the Government of the country.

Placing these extracts by the side of passages taken
from the Farewell Address of Washington, the Senator
from Michigan said:

" Ho is nnworthy the name of an American who doec not
feel at his heart's core thi drfi^ronoe between ths lofty pnrriot-
ism and noble sentiments of one of these documents, und ;
but I will not say what the occasion would justify. I w'"
only say, and that la enough, iht other, for it is nnotKf." " It
cunnot, nor will it, nor should it, escape the censure of an ago
like this." " Better that It had been entombed, like the an¬
cient Kgyptian records, till ita language was lost, than thus to
have beea exposed to thS light of day ''

The Senator then proceeded to set forth by oontrast
his own greater justice and generosity to the Southern
States, and bis own higher fidelity to the Union. This
was in the 8#aato of tho United 8utes. And yet no one

rose to vindicate the memory of John Quincy Adams, or

1*0 emotion even of surprise or of regret that it
thought neoessary thus to invade the sanctity
ttredgrave where the illustrious statesman why
seutf) passed the gates of death was sleeping,
of New England by residence, educatiou, or

tud there were reasons enough why I should
re in «ilenoe a pain that I shared with so many
uuti vmen. But I then determined that when
* t of popular passion that was then raging in
ry Miould have passed by, 1 would claim a hear-

Ing^rv uot to defend or vindicate the sentiments which
thefeub-tor front Michigan had thus severely censured,
fo» Jr. Adam- himself had referred them, together
wfciall ll is actions and opinions concerning slavery, not
to, I* tribunal or even to the present time, but to thut
a/| iugt: which gathers and records the impartial and

ultimate judgment of mankind/ but to shtfw how just and
geiftous he had been in his public career towards all the
meftwrs of this Confederacy, and how devoted to the
unB of the States and to the aggrandizement of this
rew>lic. I am thankful that the necessity for perform-
inahut duty has passed by, an£ that the statesman of
Qulcy has, earlier than I hoped, received his vindica-
tiol and has received it too at the hands of him from
wwn it was justly due.the accuser himself. I regret
om this, that the vindication was not as generously as

itffas effectually made.
fhere are two propositions arising out of our interests

iipnd around the Gulf of Mexioo which are admitted byal our statesmen. One of them is, that tho safety of
tie. Southern States requires a watchful jealousy of the
vesence of European Powers in the southern portions of
pe North American continent; and the other xs, that the
pudency of commercial and political events invites the
vnitcd States to assume and exercise a paramount inffu-
Ince in the affairs of the nations situated in this hemi-
jphere ; that is, to beeome^and remain a great Western
fcontinental l'ower, balancing itself against the possibleCombinations of Europe. The advance of the country
/towards that position constitutes what, in the language
Jof many, is called 41 progress;" and the position itself is
what, by the same class, is called "manifest destiny."
lit is held by all who approve that progress and expect
that destiny to be necessary to prevent the re-coloniza-
tion of this contineut by the European 8tates, and to save
the island of Cuba from passing out of the possession of
decayed Spain into that of any one of the more vigorous
maritime Powers of the Old World.

la December, 1828, James Monroe, President of the
Jlnited States, in his annual message to Congrass, pro-

tlw first of these two policies sutoen»»*i..iiy «s
feiToWi:
"The American continents, by the free and independent

condition which they have assumed and maintain, are hence¬
forth not to be considered as subject for ftiture colonization by
any European Power; and, while existing rights should be
respected, the saipty and interest of the United States require
them to announce that no future colony or dominion shall, with
their oonsent, bo panted or established in any part of the North
American continent"

This is what is called, here and elsewhere, the Monroe
doctriuc, so far as it involves re-colonization.
John Quincy Adayis and John C. Calhoun were then

members, chief member*, of Monroe's Administration.
John Quincy Adams ufterwards acknowledged thut he was
the author of that doctrine or policy; and John C. Cal¬
houn, on the 15th of May, 1848, in the Senate, testified
on that point fully. A Senator had related an alleged
conversation, in which Mr. Adams was represented as

having said that throe memorable propositions contained
in that message, of which what I have quoted was one,
had originated with himself. Mr. Calhoun replied, that
Mr. Adams, if he had so stated, must have referred to
only the one proposition concerning recolonization, (the
one now in question.) and then added as follows: "As
respects that, his (Mr. Adams's) memory does not differ
from mine. * * * It originated entirely with Mr.
Adams.".App. Cong. Globe, 1847 -'8, py 031.
Thus muoh for the origin of the Monroe doctrine, or

re-colonization. Now, let ,us turn to the position of John
Quincy Adams concerning national jealousy of tho designs
of European Powers upon the Island of Cuba. The re¬
cent revelations of our diplomacy on that subject begin
with the period when that statesman presided in the De¬
partment of State. On the 17th December, 1822, Mr.
Adams informed Mr. Forsyth, then American Minister in
Spain, that " the Island of Cuba had excited much atten¬
tion, and had become of <'eep interest to the American
Union ;" and, referringio reported rival designs of France
and Great Britain upon that Island, instructed him to
make known to Spain " the sentiments of the United States,
which were favorable to the continuance of Cuba in its
connexion with Spain." On the 28th of April, 1828, Mr.
Adams thus instructed Mr. Nelson, the successor of Mr.
Forsyth:

" The inlands of Cuba and Porto Rico still remain, nomi¬
nally, and so far really dependant upon Spain, that she yet
possesses the power of transferring her own dominion orer
theui to others. These islands, from their local position*, are
natural appendages to the North American continent; and
one of them, Cuba, almost in hight of our shores, from a mul¬
titude of considerations, has become an object of transcendent
importance to the commercial and political interest* of our

Union. Its coinmandingy>ogition, with reference to the Gulf
of Mexico and the West India vex; the character of its popu¬
lation ; its situation midway between our Southern coast and
the is'.and of St. Domingo; its safe and capacious harbor of
the Havana, fronting a kng lln« of our shores destitute of the
4»j»e advantage; the nature of it* production.* and of its
0M1O. tarnishing the supplies and ifreitlng the return!" of a

.otnmeroe immensely profitable rvod mutually benefieial.give
it an importance in the sum of oar national interests with
which thai of no otHer foreign territory ean be compared, and
litfle inferior to that which binds tho different members'ot
this Union together. Ssich indeed are, between the inter¬
est* of that islaud and of this oountry, the geographical, com¬

mercial, moral, and political relations, formed by nature,
gathering, in the process of time, and even now verging to
maturity, that, in looking forward to the probable course of
events for the short period of half a century, it is scarcely
possibl? to resist the conviction that the annexation of Cuba
to our Federal Republic will be indispensable t> the continu¬
ance and integrity of tho Union itself. It is obvious, how¬
ever, that for this event we are not yet prepared. Numerous
and formidable objections to the extension of our territorial
dominions beyond sea present themselves to the first contem¬

plation of the suLject; obstacles to the system of policy by
which alone that result ran be compassed and maintained are

to be foreseen and surmounted, both at home and abroad ;

but there are laws of political as well ns of physical gravita¬
tion ; and If an apple, severed by the tempest f.om its native
tree, cannot choose but fall to the ground, Cuba, forcibly dis-
joined from its own unnatural connexion with Spain, and in-
eapal'le of self-support, can gravitate only towards the North
American Union, which, by the same law of nature, cannot
oast her off from its bosom.

" It will be among the primary objects requiring your most
earnest and unremi ting attention to ascertain and report to
us every movement of negotiation between Spain and GTreat
Britain upon this subject * . * So long as the consti¬
tutional Government may continue to be administered in the
name of the King, your official intercourse will be with his
Ministers, and to them you will repeat, that Mr. Forsyth has
been instructed to say that the wishes of your Government
are that Cnba and Porto Rico may continue in connexon with
Independent and constitutional Spain."

Thirty years afterward*, Til. on tho 4th day ofJanuary,
18-33, the Senator from Michigan, (Mr. Cass,) without
one word of acknowledgment of Mr. Adams's agency in
instituting those measures of "progress"' toward* the
"manifest destiny" of the country, submitted the resolu¬
tions which are under consideration, and which are in
these words:

lit itmolrrd, <fc. That the United States do hereby dec!are
that " the American continents, by the free and independent
condition which tncy have assumed and maintain, are hence¬
forth not to be considered as subjects for future colonisation
by any European Power." And while " existing rights should
be rejected," and will be by the United States, they owe it
to their own "safety and interests" "to announce, as they
now do, that no future European colony or dominion shall,
with their consent, be planted or established on any part of
the North American continent." And should the attempt be
made, they thus deliberately declare that it will be viewed as

an act originstiag in motives regardless of their "interests
and their safety," and which will leave them free to adopt
such measures as an independant nation maj' justly adopt in
defence of its rights and its honor.
Amd if ytfurther restored, That while the United f tales dis¬

claim any designs upon the island of Cuba, inconsistent with
the laws ef nations and with their duties to Spain, they con-

slder it do* to the vast importance of the subject to mal e

known in this solemn manner that tbey should view all efforts
on the part of any oUier Power to procure possession, whether
peaceably or foreibly, of that island, which, as a naval or

military position, might, under circumstances easy to be fore¬
seen, become dangerous to their Southern ooast, to the Gulf
of Mexico, and to the mouth of the Mississippi, as unfriendly
jets, directed against them, to be resisted by all the means in
their power.

In bringing together these actions of John Quincy
Adams in 182.2, and of the Senator from Michigan in
1868, and placing them in juxtaposition in the history of
the Senate, I have done all that the Senator from Michi¬
gan seems to have left undone to vindicate tlie departed
statesman from the censures btaped upon him by the
living one in 1850.

I prooeed to consider the resolutions thus offered by
the Senator from Michigan.
The honorable Senator from New Hampshire offers an

amendment, as a condition of his vote, in these words:
And be it fnriktr reiolred, That while the United States, in

like manner, disclaim any designs npon Canada inconsistent
with the laws of nations, and with their duties to Great Bri¬
tain, they consider it due to the vast importance of the subject
to make known, in this rolemn manner, that they should view
all efforts on the part, of any other Power to procure possession,
either peaceably or forcibly, of that Province, (which, as a na

val or military position, mast, tinder circumstance* easy to be
foreseen, become dangeroas to th»ir Northern boundary, and
to the lake*,) as unfriendly acts directed against them, to be
resi^d by all the means in their power.

I will vote for that amendment. It is not well express¬
ed bnt it implies the same policy in regard to Canada
which the main resolutions anert concerning Cuba. The
ooloniee, when they confederated in 1776, invited Canada
to com* in. Montgomery gave up his lite in scaling the

Heights of Abraham, in the same year, to bring her in.
Soott, in 1814, poured out his blood at Chippewa to bring
her iu. If the proposition shall fail, 1 shall lament it as

a repudiation by the Senate of u greater natioual interest
than auy other distiuct one involved in this debute; but
1 shall, nevertheless, vote for the resolutions of the Sena¬
tor from Michigan. 1 »hnll do so, because.

1st The reference I cherish for the iu ;mory of John
Quincy Aduuts, the illustrious author of the policy which
they embody, inclines me to support them.

2d. While I do not desire the immediate or early an¬

nexation of Cuba, nor see how I could vote for it at all
uutil slavery shall have ceased to counteract the work¬
ings of nature in that beautiful inland, nor even then,
unless it could come into the Uniou without injustice to
Spain, without aggressive war, and without producing
internal dissenions among ourselves, I nevertheless yield
up my full assent to the convictions expressed by John
ljuincy Adams, that this nation cau never safely allow
the island of Cuba to pass under the dominion of any
Power that is already, or can become, a formidable rival
or enemy; and cannot safely consent to the restoration
of colonial relations between any portions of this conti-
nent and the monarchies of Europe.
The re-establishment of such relations would of course

reproduce in a greater or less degree the commercial aud
political embarrassments of our relations with other
American communities, and even with European nations,
from which we obtained relief only through the war of
1812, and the subsequent emancipation of the Spanish
colonics on this contiuent, nnd their organization as free
and independent Republics. Sir, 1 am willing, on the
demand of the Senator from Michigan, or of any other load¬
er, and without any demand from any leader, to declare
myself opposed, radically opposed.opposed at all times,
now, henceforth, and forever.opposed, at the risk of all
hazards and consequences, to any design of any State or

Stutes on this continent, or any where else, which may,
by possibility, result in reproducing those evils.the
greatest which could befall this country, short of that
greatest of all, t# which they would open the way, the
subversion of our own hard-won independence, atui the
returning dominion of some European Power over our¬

selves. I shall therefore vote for these resolutions, if it
shall please the Senate to come to decisive action uoon

them, and I shall vote for/re-affirming and maintaining
the principles of John Quincy Adams, as defined in the
Monroe doctrine, and in his policy in regard to Cuba, at
all times, and under all circumstances whatsoever.

But, while thus expressing my devottouto those pnnci-
pies. I cannot too strongly express myself against thte
maiiuer io which they have been brought in issue here
on this occasion. The issue is made at a tine, and under
circumstances, which render itinevitable that we mu9t
fail, signally fail, in maintaining the great principles
whioh it involves.
The issue is raised at the wrong time. Wo are more

than half way through a session constitutionally limited
to ninety days, and engaged with vast and various sub¬
jects which cannot be disposed of without long and most
discursive debate.

I think the Issue Is raised in a wrong way. Practically,
and by custom, the President of the United States holds
the initiative of measures affecting foreign relations.
The President now in the palace will go out in thirty
days, and his sanction, even if we had it, would therefore
be of no value. But even that sanction, such as it would
be, is withheld.and, I must confess, rightly withheld.
The people have elected a new President, who is just
ready to enter the palace, and upon whom the responsi¬
bilities of the conduct of foreign relations, for four years
at least, must rest. Not only do we not know what his
opinions on this question are, but our action would anti¬
cipate the publication of those opinions, and embarrass.
is it too strong an expression to say, factioussly embarrass
.the incoming Administration.

Moreover, we are not only required to advance in this
matter without the light that 'Executive exposition might
throw upon our path, but we are required to procced
without the aid or advice of the committee to whom the
care of foreign relations has been confided by the Sen¬
ate, and, a^ there is reason to believe, in opposition to
their deliberate judgment.

Again, it results from the very nature of the case that a

majority fur the resolutions cannot be obtained, either in
the Senate, or in the Congress, or in the country.
The principles involved in the resolutions have become

a tradition among the American People, and on acknowl¬
edged occasions they would act upon them as traditions,
vigorously and with unanimity. On the other hand, the
Americans are a practical people, engrossed with actual
business affairs, and they will not act upon abstract
principles, however approved, unless there be a necessity,
or at least an occasion. So it has happened with the
Monroe doctrine, or re-colonization, and with the national
policy concerning Culm. They are thirty years old;
they are generally accepted, and yet, not ouly have they
never been affirmed by Congress, but Congress has re¬

fused to affirm them, solely for the reason that there was

no pressing necessity, no particular occasion, for such an

affirmation. Whenever a necessity or an occasion arises,
it produces a popular sentiment or passion. The North¬
ern States are content now ; they do not fear re-coloniza¬
tion, and do not want Cuba. The Southern States are

content; they do not now desire political excitement, and
they are not prepared for any thing that may involve the
nation in war. It is not to be denied, also, that the recent
UDwiM and unnecessary exposition of our diplomatic cor¬

respondence throughont a period of thirty years, concern¬

ing the island of Cuba, Is regarded as having created em¬

barrassments which only the lapse of some time can re¬

move.
The Senator from Michigan seems to be aware of these

difficulties, and therefore he labors to show that there is
a necruity, or at least an occasion for aotion. But he fails
altogether in showing any new occasion, which, to the
apprehension of the Senate and the country, is equivalent
to failing to show any necessity or occasion. What are

his facts ? 1st In regard to great Britain and re-coloni-
zation. The grasping spirit shown by Great Britain in
the Maine border question, and in the Oregon question.
The Monroe doctrine, as expounded by Monroe himself,
declared that exiting rights were to be respected; Great
Britain asserted that her claims in those cases were exist-
ing rights. Those questions have been settled, rightly
or wrongly, and have passed away. What more ? The
British claim on the Mosquito coast? That, also, is set¬
tled by treaty. The organization of the Bay of Islands as

a distinct colony? That, too, falls within the subject-
matter of a treaty. In each of these cases Great Britain
has violated treaty stipulations, or she has not. If she
has not, then there is no cause for any action ; if she has,
then the remedy is not an affirmance of the Monroe doc-
trine, but direct protest or war.

I give Great Britain small credit for moderation. I
think she has just as much as we have, and no more. We
are of the same stock, and have the common passion of a

common race for dominion. But the country will be un¬

able to discover that the recent events show any aggres¬
sions on her part which constitute an occasion for an af¬
firmance of the Monroe doctrine by Congress.
And now, secondly, as to Cuba What has Great Britain

done? Nothing but just what we have done. She has sent
armed ships to prevent invaders from revolutionizing the
island, and so severing it from its ancient connexion with
Spain. We have done the same. She has also proposed
to enter into an agreement with as^that neither will ac

quire Cuba, or suffer others to acquire it We have de¬
clined. The natural conclusion would he, that she was

more forbearing than we. But thy Senator avoids this
by charging that the proposition was insincerely and hy¬
pocritically made on her part. British writers were be-
fore him in making that charge against us, founded on

our voluntary revelations of our own diplomacy in regard
to Cuba. I am too American to confess their charge to
be just **><1 not enough American to fiiag it back upon
Great Britain for mere retaliation.
What ha* France done by way of re-co!or»iz ition 7

Nothing. A French adventurer, Count Boulbon, has at¬

tempted to revolutionize the Mexican Suite of Sonora, and
failed. There is not a word of evidence to connect the
I'rench Government or people with that movement. A&d
for all that French newspaper# here or in Paris may sny,
we know full well that just as fast as the Mexican States
shall be severed from the Mexican stock, by whomsoever
it may be effected, they will seek annexation, not to
Trance or any other European Power, but to the United
States. Nor' has France interposed, in regard to Cobs,
otherwise than as we have ourselves interposed, to ke«»p it
in the posse*-ion of Spain.
So much fur the celt of European Powers on the subjects

of colonization and Cuba.
What remains of the Senator's case seems scarcely to

merit grave consideration. It consists, first, of ominous
articles in newspapers. Hut even wc, the most newspaper-
loving nation in li e world, make our desigq* and policy
known, not through the newspapers, but by public acts
and official npent#; <n'l France and Great Britain do the
same. The press speaks on all occasion*, bat f«.r itself
always. No wise rind calm statesman in either country
feels himself compromised by what the press may assume

to speak for or against him, much less does either Govern¬
ment acknowledge any necessity for avowing or disavow-
ing what the pi-ess way allege. The language of the press
of any country, therefore, even if it were general, would
not warrant national action by any other Government-
much lew would that language warrant such action when
it was spokeu by only one out of a thousand or five thou¬
sand journals.

Secondly, the Senator from Michigan invokes our at¬
tention to what Lord George Bentinck ha« said in the Hri-
tish Parliament. Well, sir, that is important, what an

English lord has said, and said in Parlutmenf. too. That
must be looked into. Well, what did Lord George Den-
tinck say? Sir, he said very angry things.very furious
things.indeed, very ferocious things. Prepare yourself
to hear them, sir. Lord George Bontinck did say, in so

many words, and in Parliament, too! what 1 am going to

repeat. His Lordship did day that
" lie (juiU agreed with Captain Pilkiogton.''

Aye, sir, his lordship did say that " ha quite agreed
with Capt. Pilkington I" Ominous word*.fearful con¬

junction ; an English lord and au English captain. But
this won not all, net bj any mean* all, that Lord George
Bentinck said. He said also " they would neverput down
the slave trade, so long as it depended upon blockading
lu.iiGO miles of coast, and he would do what Capt. Pilking-
toa had recommended ?" And what do you think it was that
Cttpt. I'ilk ington hud recommended? Be patient, I prayyou,
and hear Lord Ue<rge Bentinck explain. What Capt. Pilk-
ington reoominended was, " to strike a blow at the htad
and not the hand. He would not send an army to destroy
every individual hornet, but be would go to the hornet'*
nest ut onse." Yes, sir, and Lord George Bentinck not

only echoed all these severe things which had been paid

"by Capt. Pilkington as aforesaid, but he said also, on hi*
owu account, " Let us take possession of Cuba, and settle
the question together. Let us distrain upon it for the
just debt due, and too long asked in ruin, from the Spa<
nish Government."' As for the rest of the alarming say¬
ings of his lordship, I forbear from repenting them. Are
they not written in the appendix to the Congressional
Globe for the years 1847 and 1848, published by Blair &
ltives, printers of the Debates of Congress, at page 007 ?
And now, sir, it may assuage the passion and abate

the fear that these threats of Lord George Bentinck to
distrain upon a hornet's nest have excited, when 1 state,
first, that they are old, and not new. They were uttered
four years ago: namely, on the 8d of March, 1848. Se¬
condly, that George Bentinck was alordonly by courtesy,
anil so not a reul lord at all. Thirdly, that Lord George
Beutinck was in a very harmless minority in Parliament
when he uttered them, it being indeed unknown that he
had any confederate in his wicked designs but Captain
Pilkington. Fourthly, that this alleged speech was

brought before the Senate and the Americau people in
1848, by a late member of this body, whose constitutional
proclivity to wit and humor was so great as to justify the
belief that the speech, like the Donalson and Greer cor¬

respondence, wus a hoax, (Mr. W.) Fifthly, that Lord
George Bentinck died some years ago, and Capt. Pilking¬
ton not having been heard of for a long time, there is a

strong presumption that the loss of his noble friend and
chivalrous ally hns thrown him into a decline.
The tone of the speech of the Senator from Louisiana

(Mr. Soule) was one of complaint against the Adminis¬
tration of our Government, and against France and Great
Britain. The Administration was censured for austerity
towards the associates of Lopei. But it could have pro-
tecte-1 or vindicated them consistently with law ana trea-

sas.* it couij'tuen censures u«

Sin,L ti . COu 1 n0t» .they Hr« altogether unjust.
Jay when the gifted, ingenuous, and gentle

Wash?. V3 exec"tetl on a 8alloW8 as » spy, by order of
Washington, we have known the painful delicacy of axe-
cu ing general laws upon persons whose motions and
bearings justly excited our respect and compassion. The
Senator s sympathy in this case is right. It is only the
perversion of it to awaken prejudice against the Adminis¬
tration that I condemn. Prance and Great Britain *re
.aui to have menaced us by saying in their correspondence
J; r®nowul ?f such ai» expedition as that of Lopez
might endanger the peace of the nations. No such expe¬
ditionoan be undertaken of which it can be certainly af¬
firmed that it will not in it* conseguenceg lead to a war.

unk, therefore, that none but a jaundiced eye, such as
does not belong to the President, or to the Secretary of
State, could have discovered the insult thus oomplained
of, and therefore they may be excused for having receiv¬
ed it in silence.

6

, Sen®.tor shows us that six or seven years ago Spain
herself meditated the establishment of a monarchy in New
Grenada, and only one hundred and forty years ago a

proposition was made to the British Ministry to private¬
ly seize the Island of Cuba in a time of peace and friend¬
ship These facts would have been pertinent, perhaps, if
the Scnutor had advised us to seize the Havana. But I
understood him, on the contrary, to discountenance not

only conquest, but even purohase, and to agree with

!m?C °l I1® TL° Pr°P°8C t0 tor the fruit to ripen,
although he has been at some pains to show us that it
may rot in the ripening. Indeed, Mr. President, the
Senator s argument seemed to me a meandering stream
that visited and touched all the banks of controversy, but
glided away from them, and especially avoided ploughing
into the depths of any conclusion.

Its tendency, I think, was to exasperate the American
eople n gainst the European Powers, and to irritate them.

1 cannot sympathize with such a spirit.. I would submit
0 no real wrong, and justify no oppression or tyranny
committed by them. But, on the other hand, I will seokno
tactitious cause of controversy. I want no war with them.

®ur« t0 grow by peace. A war between the two
contineuts would be a war involving not merely a trial
which was the strongest, but the integrity of our Repub-
ho. Before such a war shall come I want to see Canada
ransferred from her false position in Europe to her true

position on this continent, Texas peopled like Massachu¬
setts the interior of the continent cultivated like Ohio
and Oregon and California not only covered like New York
with lorts and arsenals and docks and navy-yards, but
grappled fast to Now York and Washington by an iron
chain that stretches its links through the passes of the
..lerru Nevada ami the Rocky Mountains.
The Senator tells us that the question of the acquisition

or ( uoa may b« upon us to morrow, >w»d may not bo upon
us for twenty-five jears. That is to aay, it stands now.

so far a* we c« see. where it hfs stood for twentv-fivc
years past. B«t he advisee us to be ready. TUt iJ, jUet

at propose to do. And the way to keep ready is to

irIn C°? V,I W° keep 0<>01, 8hal1 ** none less
prepared if the portentous question shall indeed come to¬
morrow ; while, on the other hand, excessive heat, pre-

g?er4^J' wUl b« to pass off before the
expiration of the longer period.

Mr. President, let us survey our ground carefully and
completely. Political action, like all other human ac¬

tion, is regulated by laws higher than the caprice or poli¬
cy^of Princes, kings, aud States. There is a time for
co onuation, and there is a time for independence. The

ICWr?t,0n ?»f th® *mcricaa hemisphere by Europeau
L,? w

aS tLe :ork of the 17th centuries
Up.of C0'0U,»I dependence, and the rise of in

dependent American States, is the work of the 18th and
" * Work tlint doee not goon as broad-

.v and as rapidly as we could wish, but it does not go
backwards. It goes faster than was to have been expect¬
edunder the circumstance*, for it began when the United

iilh f 1°"!;°- al the1coloniM. Spanish, French, and Eng¬
lish, had attained adequate strength and sufficient pre¬
paration for successful self-government. European States
cannot estabUsh new colonies hero for the sLme re.tn
that they cannot long retain their old ones. As for France
she surrendered all her continental American Empire to
*reat Britain in 1763, except Louisiana and Cayenne
Napoleon sold Louisiana to us in 180-1, because even ke
could not keep it for France. She keeps Cayenne only
neoause it is not worth the cost of conquest. What does

* want of more American colonies, to ba sever*! from her
as soon as matured !

<»reat Britain, too, lost in the American Revolution all
her American possessions but a remnant. She koepa the

remnant from pride, not interest, as Spain does Cuba.
hat does she want of more American colonies, to draw

npon the home treasury for ck-fence and aupport, and to
become independent as sojn as they shall become strong T
Canada is ouly a nominal colony or dependency Great
Br,tain yet retains Canada, only by yielding to her what
she denied to as.fiscal independence.
rn£a? " i7« WhV '1o" ,FraDC* or Great Britain want of

rv ?n .11 1- a colony. They have abolished slave-

1 i
''"^r possessions. Should either of them obtain

that island, the first aot of government there rtust >kj the
abolition of slavery. The abolition of slavery, too must

£ ZwnWfromTPrSatiOD' *Wl the Potion must

take P.7h» u
treasury. Will either of them

take (,uba at such a cost ? And what would Cub a with-

enJe irfho We/lrr °f 'h^ Power" ? th<ir «P"i-
IronM hi? f answer. Cnba, without sWy,
would be valueless to any European State. i'uba. wiUi
slavery can belong to no European State but Mpain. Cu-

*'«hout slavery, would he worthless to any Power but
aDd John (^incy Adam* was right:

'

] h,eT °; without slavery, gravitate# towards
and wil. ultimately fall mto the AmericV Union.

.,n;r,\l :ii;hM,Fr,nM cf i9*d 40 ^and
has Great Britain adopted the policy that Augustus Ca*ar
>equ«athed to Rome, to forbear from extending theboauda
of empire! Not at all. .France and Rngland aw un¬

changed. 1 do not know that as yet they have learned
that their power cannot be renewed or restored in Ame¬
rica. *But I do know that they will (lnd it out when they
try to renew and restore it again ; and therefore all the
alarms raised by the Senator from Michigan pass by roe

like the idle wind. The Monroe doctrine was a right
one.the policy was a right one, not fcoeause it would
require to bo enforced by arms, but because it was well-
tiuied. It was the result of a sagacious diseovery of the
tendency of the age. It will prevail if yon affirm it It
will equally prevail if you neglect to affirm it hsreafter as

you have refuse I to do heretofore. As a practical ques¬
tion therefore, it has ceased to be. It is «b-..lete Yo«»
are already the great Continental Power of America But
does that content you ? I trust it d»ea not. You want the
commerce of the world, which is he empire of the world.
This is to be looked f.,r not on the American lakes, nor

on the Atlantic coast, nor on th« Caribbean sea. nor on

the Mediterranean, nor on the Baltic, nor on the Atlantic
ocean, but on the Pacific ocean, and ita islands and c*n-

tinents. Be not om-confident. Disregard not France.

1 k If 1 \ "m' Ru9,i'* Watch then with Jealoosv.
an<l baffle their designs against you. But look for those
great rivals where they are to b« found.on those conti-
ncnM a tiff seas in the where the prt«e wlitoh you are

^°nt^n<hog with them for in to be found. Open up* high-
way through your country from New York fo8a* -Fra«-
'¦isc3. Put your domain under cultivation, and your ten

thousand wheels of mannfactnrt in motion. Multiply
your ships, and »«nd them ft>rth to the east. The nation


